A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
now fully familiar with—what is called the modern world was
beginning. It was the moment in which printing appears, in
which artillery is used on a large scale and effectively for the
first time; in sculpture and in painting there was a new spirit
which went on until our own time—it was that spirit which
had been working for a century in Italy and was called in this
department that of the Renaissance; it was the spirit which
abandoned convention and returned to the old classical ideal
of representing men and things in art after the fashion of the
original in nature. It was also the time when distant voyages,
and especially those of the Portuguese down the coasts of
Africa and across the Atlantic, began to impress the imagination
of Europe. The critical examination of documents had begun;
the capture of Constantinople by the Turks put an end to the
Eastern Empire and dispersed manuscripts and scholars through-
out the West. But the real change was a spiritual one, which
this mass of material change did not cause, but followed; and
this spiritual change was one of dissolution in the structure of
Christendom. The sense of unity throughout Christendom was
weakening, and the weakening was increased by the decline in
prestige of the Papacy, which was the symbol of Christian unity.
The Spiritual Decline of the Papacy. After the Papacy
had been settled in France for seventy years it had gone back
to its original seat at Rome, but the Great Schism had set up
rival Popes; councils of bishops from all over Europe were
called, and took on an authority which seemed superior to that
of the uncertain Popes. When the Schism was ended and
one universally accepted Pope remained at the head of the
Church for a hundred years on, until the outbreak of the
Reformation, the Papacy was thus united again; but it did not
recover the moral position it had held in the true Middle Ages.
The Popes now regarded themselves not only as heads of the
Church, but as Italian princes; they took part as rivals or
equals in the intrigues and wars of their fellow-princes, the
heads of the new states which were everywhere becoming more
and more separate. Though it was to be a long time yet before
Christendom should break up into hostile and independent
nations, still the lines which this change was to follow had
already appeared. Most important of aS was the disaffection
growing among the laity towards the official Church. The
official Church had, tp repeat a metaphor already used,
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